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INTRODUCTION

As a key supplier to local authorities, Openbrolly recognises
the critical role we play in supporting public sector and the
creative industries sustainability goals. 

Our digital and data storage services minimize environmental
impact while delivering reliable, efficient, and innovative
solutions. 

In addition, we are actively working towards achieving
paperless accreditations, further reinforcing our commitment to
sustainable operations. 

This report highlights our efforts in digital transformation,
paperless initiatives, and data management practices aligned
with Net Zero goals.
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MESSAGE FROM
OUR LEADER
Dear Colleagues and Partners,
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As the CEO of Openbrolly, I am proud to share our
progress toward becoming a sustainable and
forward-thinking partner for local authorities. Our
commitment to innovation goes hand in hand with
our responsibility to the environment. This report
reflects the strides we are making in creating energy-
efficient digital storage solutions and transitioning to
fully paperless operations.

The public sector plays a pivotal role in driving
sustainability, and as a supplier, we understand the
importance of aligning with these values. By
reducing our carbon footprint through renewable-
powered data storage and digitising our processes,
we aim to support councils in meeting their Net Zero
goals.

Our journey toward paperless accreditation is a key
step in this direction. Eliminating reliance on paper
not only reduces waste but also enhances the
efficiency and accessibility of our services. It’s an
initiative we are excited to fully realise, knowing the
positive environmental impact it will bring.

At Openbrolly, we believe collaboration is the
foundation of progress. By working closely with local
authorities and other partners, we are not just
transforming our business but also helping to build
sustainable, digital-first communities.

Thank you for trusting us as your partner in
sustainability and digital innovation. Together, we
can achieve great things for the environment and the
communities we serve.
Samantha Hill
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Priority Goals

Clean Energy Clean Water and
 Sanitation

Good Health
and Well-being
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At Openbrolly, sustainability is embedded in every aspect of our operations. From energy-
efficient data storage to embracing paperless workflows, our initiatives help local authorities and
users alike to reduce their environmental footprint.

1. Energy-Efficient Digital Storage Solutions
Our digital storage services are designed to reduce emissions while ensuring high performance
and security. Key features include:

Cloud-Based Efficiency: We partner with providers that leverage renewable energy for their
data centers, such as AWS and Microsoft Azure, helping to significantly reduce emissions
associated with our services.
Optimised Server Energy Use: We monitor and analyze server operations (6,912 kWh
annually), with emissions calculated at approximately 1.47 tonnes CO₂e annually. By
migrating to renewable-powered servers, we aim to bring these emissions close to zero.
Minimising Transmission Losses: Our focus on local data center partnerships reduces
transmission and distribution (T&D) losses, further lowering emissions.

2. Transition to Paperless Accreditations
Openbrolly is on a path to achieve full paperless accreditation, ensuring all processes are
digitised, reducing paper waste, and streamlining workflows. Benefits of this initiative include:

Reduction in Physical Storage Needs: By eliminating paper records, we reduce storage
emissions while freeing up physical space.
Digital Records Management: Secure and accessible digital archives minimise waste while
enhancing operational efficiency.
Environmental Benefits: Transitioning to paperless systems supports emission reductions and
contributes to a circular economy.

3. Supporting Net Zero Goals
Our sustainability strategies align with the Scottish and UK’s Government’s commitment to Net
Zero by 2045. Initiatives include:

Moving towards 100% renewable energy in cloud and server operations.
Promoting paperless systems that reduce waste and support digital transformation for local
authorities. 
Offering tools and resources to help councils digitise and streamline their operations
sustainably.

Sustainability in Data and
Digital Storage

Openbrolly Progress  Report 2024



Source Tonnes CO₂e Mitigation Measures

Cloud server
operations

1.47 Transition to renewable-powered providers.

Transmission &
distribution

0.10 Partner with local, green-certified data centers.

Remote working
(staff impact)

0.25–0.50
Promote green energy for employees’ home
offices.

Paper-based
systems (legacy)

Marginal Transitioning fully to paperless systems.

Social Environmental Data/Outcome
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Our sustainability initiatives are supported by rigorous measurement of
emissions across operations, with a specific focus on data and digital
storage. 

Below is a summary of our carbon footprint:

Carbon Footprint Overview
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Openbrolly is uniquely positioned to help local authorities achieve their
sustainability and digital transformation objectives:

Reducing Carbon Footprints

Our energy-efficient digital storage solutions, coupled with a shift to
paperless systems, provide councils with tangible ways to reduce
emissions.

Driving Digital Transformation

As a provider of cloud-based services, we support the public sector’s
transition to digital records and workflows, ensuring compliance with
sustainability standards.

Sustainability Reporting

We offer transparent reporting on emissions reductions and paperless
progress, enabling councils to demonstrate environmental accountability.

Supporting Local 
Authorities

Strategic Partnerships
To achieve these goals, we collaborate with leading organisations and
initiatives:

Renewable Cloud Providers: Partnerships with AWS, Google Cloud, and
Microsoft Azure ensure our services align with green energy standards.
Paperless Accreditation Experts: Working with certification bodies to
standardise and streamline our paperless workflows.
Sustainability Agencies: Collaborations with the Energy Saving Trust and
Carbon Trust to optimise our digital storage and operational efficiency.
Sustainability Programmes: Built-in programmes will be introduced within
our systems to ensure Reduce, Reuse, Recycle practises. 
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Openbrolly is committed to maintaining its leadership in sustainable
digital storage and paperless operations. 

Our roadmap includes:

Achieving full paperless accreditation by 2026.

Expanding partnerships with renewable energy providers to ensure 
net-zero emissions in digital storage and built-in programmes to ensure
Reduce, Reuse, Recycle initatives are in place within the creative industry.

Delivering workshops to local authorities to support their transition to
sustainable IT and digital transformation.

Our Path Forward
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"We thank you for your
continued support in our

efforts.



CONCLUSION
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As a trusted supplier to local authorities, Openbrolly is
dedicated to delivering innovative, sustainable
solutions. 

Our energy-efficient data storage, commitment to
paperless practices and sustainability programmes
align with public sector goals for sustainability, offering
local councils the tools they need to meet their
environmental commitments. 

Together, we can lead the way toward a sustainable,
digitally empowered future.
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Sam Hill, CEO
Strategic Integration Ltd t/a
Openbrolly
Email: sam.hill@openbrolly.com
Website: www.openbrolly.com


